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Crevalle Jack 

Caranx hippos 

• Steep forehead (1), yellowish fins and sides. 

• Vertical black spot on edge of operculum (2)  

and broad black spot on pectoral (2) 

• Found in western Atlantic, Nova Scotia to 

Uruguay, Gulf of Mexico and most of the 

Caribbean. Also in eastern Atlantic. 

• Occurs in pelagic inshore waters over conti-

nental shelf, will ascend rivers. Juveniles use 

estuaries as nursery area. 

• Usually about 4 feet and about 50 lbs. 

• Adults travel mostly in fast-moving schools.  

 

Horse-eye Jack 

Caranx latus 

• Large eye 

• Forehead less steep than crevalle jack. 

• Scutes are black or dark gray (vs blue runner). 

• Spot on operculum faint or absent. 

• Tail may be yellow. 

• Found in western Atlantic from New Jersey to 

Brazil, Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean. Also in 

parts of eastern Atlantic. 

• Usually occurs over offshore reefs. Juveniles 

stay inshore over sandy beaches. 

• Typically reach 3 feet and about 28 lbs. 

 

Almaco Jack or Amberjack 

Seriola rivoliana 

• Gray-brown color, not silver. 

• Diagonal bar through eye. May be faint. 

• More pointed head than other jacks. 

• Found worldwide: Indo-West Pacific, central 

and eastern Pacific, eastern and western     

Atlantic. Absent from Red Sea and French 

Polynesia. 

• Usually about 32 inches and about 15 lbs. 

• Adults inhabit outer reefs and offshore banks, 

and are more oceanic than other jack species.  

• Adults form small schools. 

• Young often seen around floating objects. 

 

Blue Runner 

Caranx crysos 

• More elongated body than other jacks. 

• Scutes are silver (vs horse-eye jack). 

• Forehead less steep than crevalle jack. 

• Black spot on operculum only. 

• Lateral line has sharp downward deflection 

near middle of pectoral fin. 

• Found in western and parts of the eastern At-

lantic, Nova Scotia to Brazil, Gulf of Mexico 

and Caribbean.        

• Schooling species, stays close to shore. 

• Juveniles associated with floating sargassum. 

• Usually about 24 inches and about 10 lbs. 
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Wall of Fish 
Exhibit Facts 

• Each exhibit is shaped like an oval race track, 

so only some of the fish are visible at any 

time. Water flows in a circular pattern and the 

fish generally swim against the current. 

• There are approximately 26,540 gallons of  

water in each exhibit. The temperature is 

maintained at about 75oF. Salinity is about 32 

parts-per-thousand. 

• The jacks are fed four times a week with about 

30 lbs of a krill-seafood mix. 

• Jacks are medium to large-sized, fast swim-

ming fish of tropical and warm temperate seas, 

occurring from coastal bays and lagoons to 

open ocean. 

• Jacks are an important sport fish in the U.S. 

• Scutes are well-developed boney scales      

oriented in a line along the sides of some jacks 

near the tail fin.  
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